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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 
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There ought to be a good, vigorous peace association 
here; there is plenty of work to be done. 

Wishing you God-speed in your useful work, 

Sincerely yours, 

San Francisco, Nov. 14. James McGrath. 



The Moral Hero. 



BY GEORGE SHEPARD BURLEIGH. 

To face the world's malignity and scorn, 
For love of truth, demands a stouter heart 
Than theirs who ply Bellona's deadly art, 

Though wringing victory from a hope forlorn. 

The moral hero of the soul is born, 
And lofty aims his silent power impart; 
Fame lures him not, nor prizes of the mart; 

But love and faith his spotless shield adorn. 

Reward comes later, when his frame is dust, 

And men made holy by his life and thought 
Live, as he lived, a life of dauntless trust, 

Crowning his work with fame he had not sought. 
Well may we deem the soul that made him great 
Shall wear its earthly stars in its sublimer state. 
Providence, B. I. 



The Moral Damage of War to the 
Patriot.* 

BY EEV. WALTER WALSH, DUNDEE, SCOTLAND. 

War, as the instrument of empire, accompanies aggres- 
sion abroad with persecution at home, and sets in motion 
a multitude of influences to terrorize and silence those 
who desire to see their country greatly good ; who resist 
domestic wrong for the sake of foreign right. John 
Stuart Mill thought that even when the world was unani- 
mous and right, dissentients might still have something 
to say by which truth would be gainer; but the war 
system demands that dissent be crushed and free speech 
suppressed; promulgates the decree that every citizen 
must support the government, right or wrong ; and sanc- 
tions the penalties of popular fury and organized in- 
justice against those who refuse to sacrifice their convic- 
tions to expediency. 

War demoralizes the patriot by teaching him to rely 
on passion rather than justice, force rather than reason ; 
and by encouraging him to put interest above honor, 
glory above righteousness, and territorial aggrandizement 
above human fraternity. It creates a shouting provoca- 
tiveness, — the frothy patriotism of Shimei who curses 
loud and long; the nagging patriotism of Gashmu who 
plots and dogmatizes, — as distinguished from a silent 
devotion, — the strong patriotism of Saul, who holds his 
peace; the purposeful patriotism of Neheniiah, who 
goes quietly about to build the wall. 

War is responsible for the pirate patriot whose fool 
eyes are in the ends of the earth, who neglects his own 
garden in order to annex the vineyard of his neighbor, 
who is so dissatisfied with his own land that he is ever 
on the watch to thieve another's, and who reaches the 
acme of wrong by persecuting the kinsman who loves 

*From Mr. Walter Walsh's "The Moral Damage of War," just pub- 
lished at 3 shillings 6 pence net, by Brimley Johnson, London. 



his land so well that he is content to abide peaceably 
within its borders. It is the pirate patriot who preaches 
the absolute duty of seeking the interest of one's country 
even at the expense of others, and the imperative neces- 
sity of discarding the principles of justice and mag- 
nanimity, and who thereby brings a fair word into such 
disrepute that it has to be expunged from the vocabu- 
lary of good men. 

No sooner has patriotism become dishonor than every 
good man is absolved from allegiance, by virtue of his 
fealty to the higher standard of humanity erected by 
Him who taught the duty of loving neighbors equally 
with self, and enemies equally with neighbors, and who 
permitted payment of Caesar's taxes, but demanded that 
conscience, intelligence, faith, truth, and such higher 
things be rendered to God. Fighting patriotism, how- 
ever, demands God's portion as well as Caesar's, promul- 
gates the immoral and anti-human doctrine that it is 
traitorous to express difference of opinion from a bellig- 
erent government, and sets itself up as a fetich to be 
worshipped by men of low intellectual development, or 
a hypocrisy to be cunningly assumed by men of low 
morale for the sake of gain. It demands that when war 
still looms through the mists of diplomacy no word of 
dissent shall be spoken lest it should hinder a favorable 
settlement, nor after war has broken out lest it should 
encourage the enemy, nor till all is over and it is too late 
to save the victim ; and it resents with inconceivable 
ferocity any utterance of sentiments which might impair 
the prestige of its murderous designs. 

At such times freedom of opinion and of speech 
come to an end or have to be asserted in the teeth of 
" clenched antagonisms." Public halls cannot be hired 
for the deliverance of opinions contrary to the war 
policy, or only after extravagant guarantees against the 
damage that may be inflicted by infuriated patriots ; and 
the doors have to be manned and fortified by those who 
desire merely to show reason for dissenting from the 
policy of the day. Friends of peace who are not pre- 
pared to fight literally for their liberties are driven to 
meet in private houses and secret conventicles, like 
Christians under the Empire. Assaults on private per- 
sons and houses keep pace with attacks on public meet- 
ings. Nor do the authorities extend protection to such 
citizens, but only a formal and ineffective show of pro- 
tecting the person, whilst ostentatiously refraining from 
preserving those liberties which are dearer than life. 
Murderous onslaughts on peaceable people and gather- 
ings are palliated by the press, winked at by the police, 
waved aside in Parliament. Intoxicated ruffians, who 
drink themselves drunk with beer, shout themselves 
hoarse with war songs, and furiously assault peaceful 
citizens, wake up in various police cells, to be carried be- 
fore patriotic magistrates, patted benignly on the back, 
and dismissed with encomiums cunningly worded to 
sound like cautions. 

Thus does war advance us along the path of slavery 
— slavery for the sake of empire. " My country right or 
wrong " is only an enlarged version of the maxim, " My 
business right or wrong," which would damn a pedler, 
and cannot glorify a patriot. That a citizen, because a 
certain land has borne and nourished him, is on that ac- 
count bound to endorse all its quarrels, is as immoral as 



